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AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION 
OFFI C E O F T H E P R ESIDENT 
EDWARD L. WRIGHT 
AMERICAN BAR C ENTER 
CHICAG O . I LLINOIS 60637 
TELEPHONE (31 2 ) 4 9 3 - 0533 
PLEASE REPLY TO: 
2 200 WORTHEN BANK BUILDIN G 
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72201 
TELEPHONE (501) 375-6483 
October 28, 19 70 
John A. Slevin , Esquire 
305 Security Savings Building 
Peoria, Illinois 61602 
Dear Mr . Slevin: 
Your letter of October ~2 'lit l clippi ng f rom The Wall 
treet Journal of October 20 on Judge Frank Gray , Jr., 
o f Nashville, Tennessee, was on my desk when I arrived 
from an absence fron the office . 
First let me say that I do not know Judge Gray and I 
have no information whatever about the b ankrup tcy 
p roceed ing s involving Whal e, Inc., which is the sub ject 
of the all Street Journal ' s story. You req uest my 
response to your q uestion, " Does t h e American Bar 
Associ ation intend to con uct any investiga tion and 
take any f urther step s in the matter of the Honorab le 
Frank Gray, Jr.? " 
As y ou are no d oub t a \'lare , the e rican Bar As s ociatio n 
is a voluntary a s s ocia tion composed of a pprox i mately 
one hundred and f i f t y t housand l awyers i n the United 
States. It h as n o jurisd iction or control ove r me mber s 
of t he j udi c i a r y , s t ate o r federal. In 1 92 4 t he 
American Bar Associa tion for mu lat e d the Code of 
J udicia l Ethics , which has been adopted , in w o l e o r 
in part, by court s t hroughou t t h nati on . At t he p resent 
time a Specia l Committee of t he Ai. erican Bar Associ a tion , 
under t he Chairpanship of t he Honor able Roger J . Traynor , 
\lho r etired la~t year as Chief Justice 0- the Su~re Ie 
Court of Cali f rnia , i s n~aged in develo . iny Stan ards of 
Jud i cial Conuuct and it i s hopeG t at the final dr f t rill 
0e r e dy for subr ission to the Lo se of Deles.' ates of t ... 1.e 
Associ.;;.t i n neyt Sll:l'.ne r . I think it is reason( 1.,1 to ssw 
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that, in view of the widespread distribution of the working 
d rafts of the Standards and the high quality of the work 
of the Committee, t he House of Delegates will vote favorably 
on the Standards. When t he Standards are p romulqated the 
American Bar Association will urge their adoption by the 
courts of the nation. 
As you are also no doubt aware, t h e respective Jud icial 
Conferences of the Circuits generally have jurisdiction over 
the assignments of judges . I am not aware as to what steps , 
if any, have been made to disqualify Judge Gray in the 
bankruptcy case involving Whale, Inc., b ut this is certainly 
a matter in which a litigant has formal recourse if the 
facts justify action. 
Without sitting in judgment on any person based solely on a 
story in the press, it is a fact that the present Canons of 
Judicial Ethics and the new Code of Professional Responsibility 
(wh ich relates to lawyers) provide that judges and lawyers 
should avoid even the appearance of p rofessional improp riety. 
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October 22, 1970 
Mr. Edward L. Wright 
2200 Worthen Building 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 
HE: American Bur Association 
Dear Mr. Wright: 
TELEPHONE 
676-8986 
AREA CODE 309 
I am certain that the enclosed article published in the 
Wall Street Journal on Tuesday, October 20, 1970 has been called to 
your attention. 
It is attitudes such as the one reported in this story that 
make it, in my opinion, so difficult for the younger generation to 
have an appreciation and respect for the laws and the judicial 
process of this country. 
Does the American Bar Association intend to conduct any investi-
gation and take any further steps in the matter of the- Honorable Frank 
Gray, JrZ 
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